3. Only recently has the Bureau of the Census permitted respondents to
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mark “one or more races” to indicate their ethnic identity. Do you think
this option is a good idea? Why or why not?

JOURNAL ENTRY

Why do you think the government needs ¢ «

/ o know “what [a] person considets

W_Emnmm\?wnmmm to be”? Do you think it is important mo_..H mww moqmnaanhw»nm
now how people .ammm.-n themselves, or do you consider this information to be

an unwatranted violation of a person’s privacy? Explain.

THEMATIC CONNECTIONS

“Only Daughter” (page 84)

“Indian Education” (page 126)

“The ‘Black Table’ Is Sill There” (page 340)
“Two Ways to Belong in America” (page 397}
“Mother Tongue” (page 462)

JUDY BRADY
| Want a Wife

Judy Brady was born in San Francisco in 1937 and earned a B.FA. in paint-
ing from the University of Iowa in 1962. She has raised two daughters,
wotked as a secretary, and published articles on many social issues. Diag-
nosed with breast cancer in 1980, she became active in the politics of can-
cer and has edited Women and Cancer (1990) and One in Three: Women with
Cancer Confront an Epidemic (1991). She also helped found the Toxic Links
Coalition, an organization devoted to lobbying for cancer and environ-
mental issues. .

Background: Brady has been active in the women’s movement since
1969, and I Want a Wife” fitst appeared in the premiere issue of the femi-
nist Ms. magazine in 1972. That year represented perhaps the height of
the feminist movement in the United States. The National Organization
for Women, established in 1966, had hundreds of chapters around rthe
country. The Equal Rights Amendment, barring discrimination against
women, passed in Congress (although it has been ratified by only thirty-
five of the necessary thirty-eight states), and Congtess also passed Title IX
of the Education Amendments Act, which required equal opportunity (in
sports as well as academics) for all students in any school that receives
federal funding, At that time, women accounted for just under 40 percent
of the labor force (up from 23 percent in 1950), 2 number that has grown
to almost 50 percent today. Of mothers with children under the age of
eighteen, fewer than 40 percent were employed in 1970; today, three-
quarters work, 38 percent of them full-time and year-round. As for stay-at-
home fathers, their numbets have increased from virtually zero to close to
three million.

I belong to that classification of people known as wives. I am A Wife.

And, not altogether incidentally, am a mother.

Not too long ago a male friend of mine appeared on the scene fresh

from a recent divorce. He had one child, who is, of course, with his ex-wife.
He is looking for another wife, As I thought about him while I was ironing
one evening, it suddenly occurred to me that I, too, would like to have a
 wife. Why do I want a wife?

T would like to go back to school so that I can become economically

independent, support myself, and, if need be, support those dependent
upon me. I want a wife who will work and send me to school. And while I
am going to school I want a wife to take cate of my children. [ wanta wife
to keep track of the children’s doctor and dentist appointments. And o
keep track of mine, too. [ want a wife to make sure my children eat properly
and are kept clean. I want a wife who will wash the children’s clothes and
keep them mended. I want a wife whoisa good nurturant attendant to my
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