
 

In-text Citation Cheat Sheet 

In-text citations: Author with page style 

 MLA format follows the author-page method of in-text citation. This means that the 

author's last name and the page number(s) from which the quotation or paraphrase is taken must 

appear in the text, and a complete reference should appear on your Works Cited page. Page 

number(s) should always appear in the parentheses, not in the text of your sentence. For 

example: 

Wordsworth stated that Romantic poetry was marked by a "spontaneous overflow of powerful 

feelings" (263).  

Romantic poetry is characterized by the "spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings" 

(Wordsworth 263). 

Wordsworth extensively explored the role of emotion in the creative process (263). 

 Both citations in the examples above, (263) and (Wordsworth 263), tell readers that the 

information in the sentence can be located on page 263 of a work by an author named 

Wordsworth. If readers want more information about this source, they can turn to the Works 

Cited page, where, under the name of Wordsworth, they would find the following information: 

Wordsworth, William. Lyrical Ballads. Oxford UP, 1967. 

 

In-text citations for print sources with known author 

 For Print sources like books, magazines, scholarly journal articles, and newspapers, 

provide a signal word or phrase (usually the author’s last name) and a page number. If you 

provide the signal word/phrase in the sentence, you do not need to include it in the parenthetical 

citation. 

Human beings have been described by Kenneth Burke as "symbol-using animals" (3). 

Human beings have been described as "symbol-using animals" (Burke 3). 

 These examples must correspond to an entry that begins with Burke, which will be the 

first thing that appears on the left-hand margin of an entry in the Works Cited page which 

appears as follows: 

Burke, Kenneth. Language as Symbolic Action: Essays on Life, Literature, and Method. 

Berkeley: U of California P, 1966. 

 

In-text citations for print sources with no known author 

 When a source has no known author, use a shortened title of the work instead of an 

author name. Place the title in quotation marks if it's a short work (such as an article) and provide 

a page number if it is available. 



 

We see so many global warming hotspots in North America likely because this region has "more 

readily accessible climatic data and more comprehensive programs to monitor and study 

environmental change . . ." ("Impact of Global Warming"). 

 In this example, the writer includes the title in quotation marks as the signal phrase in the 

parenthetical citation in order to lead the reader directly to the source on the Works Cited page. 

The Works Cited entry appears as follows: 

"The Impact of Global Warming in North America." Global Warming: Early Signs. 1999. 

http://www.climatehotmap.org/. Accessed 23 Mar. 2009. 

 It's important to know that parenthetical citations and Works Cited pages allow readers to 

know which sources you consulted in writing your essay, so that they can either verify your 

interpretation of the sources or use them in their own scholarly work. 

 

Citing a work by multiple authors 

 For a source with two authors, list the authors’ last names in the text or in the 

parenthetical citation: 

Best and Marcus argue that one should read a text for what it says on its surface, rather than 

looking for some hidden meaning (9). 

The authors claim that surface reading looks at what is “evident, perceptible, and apprehensible 

in texts” (Best and Marcus 9). 

The Works Cited entry appears as follows: 

Best, David, and Sharon Marcus. “Surface Reading: An Introduction.” Representations, vol. 108, 

no. 1, Fall 2009, pp. 1-21. JSTOR, doi:10.1525/rep.2009.108.1.1 

 For a source with three or more authors, list only the first author’s last name, and replace 

the additional names with et al. 

According to Franck et al., “Current agricultural policies in the U.S. are contributing to the poor 

health of Americans” (327). 

The authors claim that one cause of obesity in the United States is government-funded farm 

subsidies (Franck et al. 327). 

The Works Cited entry appears as follows: 

Franck, Caroline, et al. “Agricultural Subsidies and the American Obesity Epidemic.” American 

Journal of Preventative Medicine, vol. 45, no. 3, Sept. 2013, pp. 327-333. 
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Basic rules 

 Begin your Works Cited page on a separate page at the end of your research paper. It 

should have the same one-inch margins and last name, page number header as the rest of 

your paper. 

 Label the page Works Cited (do not italicize the words Works Cited or put them in 

quotation marks) and center the words Works Cited at the top of the page. 

 Double space all citations, but do not skip spaces between entries. 

 Indent the second and subsequent lines of citations by 0.5 inches to create a hanging 

indent. 

 List page numbers of sources efficiently, when needed. If you refer to a journal article 

that appeared on pages 225 through 250, list the page numbers on your Works Cited page 

as 225-250. Note that MLA style uses a hyphen in a span of pages. 

 If you're citing an article or a publication that was originally issued in print form but that 

you retrieved from an online database, you should type the online database name in 

italics. You do not need to provide subscription information in addition to the database 

name. 


