
Instructions:  Think about President Biden’s message and purpose. Annotate using STOPADS.   Pay close attention to
specific diction that evokes a certain tone that helps convey his message/purpose.

How does President Biden use diction and tone to convey his message or purpose?

THE PRESIDENT:  Good evening, my fellow Americans.  I want to talk to you about where we are in the battle against
COVID-19, the progress we’ve made, and the work we have left to do.

And it starts with understanding this: Even as the Delta variant 19 [sic] has — COVID-19 — has been hitting this country
hard, we have the tools to combat the virus, if we can come together as a country and use those tools.

We’re in a tough stretch, and it could last for a while.  The highly contagious Delta variant that I began to warn America
about back in July spread in late summer like it did in other countries before us.

While the vaccines provide strong protections for the vaccinated, we read about, we hear about, and we see the stories
of hospitalized people, people on their deathbeds, among the unvaccinated over these past few weeks.

This is a pandemic of the unvaccinated.  And it’s caused by the fact that despite America having an unprecedented and
successful vaccination program, despite the fact that for almost five months free vaccines have been available in 80,000
different locations, we still have nearly 80 million Americans who have failed to get the shot.

And to make matters worse, there are elected officials actively working to undermine the fight against COVID-19.
Instead of encouraging people to get vaccinated and mask up, they’re ordering mobile morgues for the unvaccinated
dying from COVID in their communities.  This is totally unacceptable.

Third, if you wonder how all this adds up, here’s the math:  The vast majority of Americans are doing the right thing.
Nearly three quarters of the eligible have gotten at least one shot, but one quarter has not gotten any.  That’s nearly 80
million Americans not vaccinated.  And in a country as large as ours, that's a 25 percent minority.  That 25 percent can
cause a lot of damage — and they are.

The unvaccinated overcrowd our hospitals, are overrunning the emergency rooms and intensive care units, leaving no
room for someone with a heart attack, or pancreitis [pancreatitis], or cancer.

And fourth, I want to emphasize that the vaccines provide very strong protection from severe illness from COVID-19.  I
know there’s a lot of confusion and misinformation.  But the world’s leading scientists confirm that if you are fully
vaccinated, your risk of severe illness from COVID-19 is very low.

In fact, based on available data from the summer, only one out of every 160,000 fully vaccinated Americans was
hospitalized for COVID per day.

These are the facts.

So here’s where we stand: The path ahead, even with the Delta variant, is not nearly as bad as last winter.  But what
makes it incredibly more frustrating is that we have the tools to combat COVID-19, and a distinct minority of Americans



–supported by a distinct minority of elected officials — are keeping us from turning the corner.  These pandemic politics,
as I refer to, are making people sick, causing unvaccinated people to die.

We cannot allow these actions to stand in the way of protecting the large majority of Americans who have done their
part and want to get back to life as normal.

We’ve been patient, but our patience is wearing thin.  And your refusal has cost all of us.  So, please, do the right thing.
But just don’t take it from me; listen to the voices of unvaccinated Americans who are lying in hospital beds, taking their
final breaths, saying, “If only I had gotten vaccinated.”  “If only.”

It’s a tragedy.  Please don’t let it become yours.

Vaccination requirements in schools are nothing new.  They work.  They’re overwhelmingly supported by educators and
their unions.  And to all school officials trying to do the right thing by our children: I’ll always be on your side.

Let me be blunt.  My plan also takes on elected officials and states that are undermining you and these life saving
actions.  Right now, local school officials are trying to keep children safe in a pandemic while their governor picks a fight
with them and even threatens their salaries or their jobs.  Talk about bullying in schools.  If they’ll not help — if these
governors won’t help us beat the pandemic, I’ll use my power as President to get them out of the way.

So let me close with this: We have so- — we’ve made so much progress during the past seven months of this pandemic.
The recent increases in vaccinations in August already are having an impact in some states where case counts are
dropping in recent days.  Even so, we remain at a critical moment, a critical time.  We have the tools.  Now we just have
to finish the job with truth, with science, with confidence, and together as one nation.

Look, we’re the United States of America.  There’s nothing — not a single thing — we’re unable to do if we do it together.
So let’s stay together.

God bless you all and all those who continue to serve on the frontlines of this pandemic.  And may God protect our
troops.

Get vaccinated.
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