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Medea on Trial

Should Medea be acquitted based on her affirmative defense of insanity? 
There is no question that Medea killed the princess of Corinth, King Creon, and her own two children. The trial is to determine whether she will be acquitted based on her affirmative defense of insanity.

A defense of insanity asserts that the defendant cannot be held liable for his or her acts because of a mental defect. For purposes of the mock trial, you will use the rule developed by the American Law Institute:

· A person is not responsible for criminal conduct if at the time of such conduct as a result of mental disease or defect he lacks substantial capacity to appreciate the wrongfulness of his conduct or to conform his conduct to the requirement of the law. 33
The Model Penal Code allows some flexibility for the defense attorneys to argue there is no evidence that she knew what she was doing was wrong, or that even if she knew it was wrong that she could not control her actions. For example, after Medea convinces King Aegeus to give her safe harbor if she can make it to Athens on her own, she confesses to the Chorus that it makes her "weep" to think of what she will do after her children have delivered to the princess the poisoned robe and diadem: kill her children. 34 Is implicit in this confession an acknowledgement of the wrongness of her planned act? Discussions we have had in class will lay the groundwork for this line of defense as well as provide prosecutors the opportunity to raise counter-arguments to such a defense. It opens up for debate how to interpret her actions, her words, her motivation. And that is where (I hope!) the most fruitful discussions will take place.
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Once roles have been agreed upon, it is time to start preparing your case. Get to work! That means fact-finding, researching, writing statements, organizing data. Remember, prosecutors are trying to prove that Medea is not insane and knew what she was doing.  Defense, you are trying to prove that she is insane and even if she knew what she was doing, she could not control herself.
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Alleged BAD dog! Alleged BAD dog!



The following information is taken directly from the Nineteenth Judicial Circuit Court of Lake County, IL via their website: http://www.19thcircuitcourt.state.il.us/bkshelf/resource/mt_conduct.htm
Check out these links for information on Medea's state of mind and criminal law: 

Psychoanalysis of Medea (Read the first paragraph)
The Nurse describes Medea's state of mind
Another character analysis of Medea
Women Who Kill
Andrea Yates Case
Susan Smith
Why Women Kill

