v e LAUDE AND EFFECT

WRITING WORKSHOP

1. Write an essay in which you consider the effects (including any possible
fueure effects) of one of these inventions on the American family: the cell
phone, e-mail, the microwave, the VCR, the Walkman, Nintendao, the tele-
phone answering machine, the pager, the MP3 player. o

2. ﬁ\ﬁ.n..w a cause-and-effect essay in which you discuss the positive effects of
television on Ametican society.

3. Winn’s essay, although recently updated for this book, is over thirty-five
years old, and vom& television and viewets have changed considerably since
she wrote a.HmeﬁEom“ The Plug-In Drug,” Write a cause-and-effect essay
mMMn.ﬁ television in smE.nr you consider developments that Winn does not
taXe into account — for example, the popularity of reality-based py
and the availability of satellite dishes. 7 7 programs

COMBINING THE PATTERNS

Win's essay refies on several patterns of developmenc besides cause and effect.
Where does she use narration? Definition? Exemplification? Why does she
use each of these parterns?

TH m_<_>.m._.n CONNECTIONS

* “Once More to the Lake” (page 175)
* “The Human Cost of an Hliterate Society” (page 229)
* “Whodunit— The Media?” {page 618)

KATHA POLLITT
Why Boys Don’t Play with Dolls

Katha Pollitt (b. 1949} grew up in Brooklyn, New York, and now lives on
Manhartan’s Upper West Side. A graduate of Raddiffe College, she won
the Mademoiselle undergraduate poetry contest in 1971. Pollitr has taught
in the graduate writing program at New Yotk University and the gradu-
ate program in liberal studies at the New School for Social Research, and
she has published hundreds of book reviews and essays, as well as poetry,
in a variety of periodicals, including The Adantic Monthly, The New Yorker,
Harper’s, Mother Jones, and Dissent. A popular lecturer on feminist issues,
she has also written the books Reasonable Creatures: Essays on Women and
Feminism (1994) and Subject to Debate: Sense and Dissents on Women, Politics,
and Culture (2001),

Background: In the following essay, which originally appeared in the
New York - Times Magazine, Pollitt considers the effects of gender stereotyp-
ing as it is teflected in the different toys given to lirtle girls and ro little
boys. While the twentieth century saw the introduction of many toys that
appealed to both girls and boys—wagons, pogo sticks, board games, hula
hoops, and video games such as Pokémon — the majority of toys were mar-
keted either for boys or for girls: at the turn, of the century, train sets and
cap guns for boys, baby dolls and erayons for girls; ten years later, Brector
secs and toy cars for boys, Raggedy Ann dolls for girls, The introduction of
the Barbie doll in the 1950s was matched by a proliferation of cowboy gear
for boys. In the 1960s, the must-have toys were G.I Joe and Hot Wheels
versus the Basy Bake oven; in the 1970s, action figures versus Holly Hob-
bie dolls; in the 1980s, He-Man and the Masters of the Universe versus
She-Ra and My Little Pony. Among the more recent popular toys intro-
duced for boys was the Bionicle series of biomechanical action heroes;
girls got the Bratz dofls (“with a passion for fashion”) and the Diva Starz
fashion dolls.

It’s 28 years since the founding of NOW,* and boys still like trucks and
gitls still like dolls. Increasingly, we are told that the source of these robust
preferences must lie outside society—in prenatal hormonal influences,
brain chemistry, genes —and that feminism has reached its natural limits.
What else could possibly explain the love of preschool girls for party
dresses or the desite of toddler boys to own more guns than Mark from
Michigan, :

True, recent studies claim to show small cognitive differences between
the sexes: he gets around by orienting himself in space, she does it by

*Bps. NOTE — The Natienal Organization for Women (NOW) was founded in 1966.
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338 % CAUSE AND EFFECT PoLLITT / Why Boys Don’t Play with Dolls % 339

4. How does Pollitr account for the fact that women do not discouzage their JOURNAL ENTRY

sons from playing sports? Does she think they should? It the essay’s st sentence, Pollict says that “boye still like trucks and mm% saill
5. What is Pollitt’s asessment of “theoties of innate differences in behavior” like dolls.” Does your experience support this conclusion?

{10) between girfs and boys?
6. Mqrmﬂ amsmmnm.nmo% Pollitr see in encoutraging girls to play with dolls and WRITING WORKSHGP

oys to play with trucks? Do you see any dangers in this behavior? . ) ,

7. What paradox does Pollitt identify beginning in paragraph 13? Why is 1. Write a cause-and-effect essay a&nn. “Why Gitls Don’t Play §§. Trucks.

this a paradox? Support your thesis with information from your personal experience and
8. In paragraph 14, Pollitt says, “With sex roles, as in every area of life, people observations.

2. How do you think playing with Barbie dolls might actually change the
way a young girl thinks or behaves? Write a cause-and-effect essay that
explains the specific effects of various aspects of playing with this partic-
ular doll.

3. What kinds of toys or games do you see as having a negative effect on
young children? Write a cause-and-effect essay that identifies and accounts
for these negative consequences. In your conclusion, make some recom-
mendations on how to solve the problems these toys or games create.

aspire to what is possible and conform to what is necessary.” What does
she mean?

PURPOSE AND AUDIENCE

1, Whatis Pollitt’s thesis? Does she stare it explicitly? Do you agree with her?

2. In paragraphs 5-7, Pollitt relates an anecdote about a birthday party,
What purpose does this anecdote serve in the essay?

3. How does Pollitt expect her audience to react to her essay? Do you think
she wants them to change their behavior or simply to reexamine their pri-
orities? Explain.

COMBINING THE PATTERNS

Although this is a cause-and-effect essay, it also compares boys and girls (and,
by extension, men and women). What specific differences does Pollitr see
between the two genders? Do you think she should have spent more time on
developing a comparison and contrast between males and fernales? What
additional informarion would she have to provide?

STYLE AND STRUCTURE

L. According to Pollitt, what is the main cause of the gender differences in
toy preferences? What other causes does she suggest? Can you think of

th
others? THEMATIC CONNECTIONS

2. Usea causal chain to explain why a female child might choose to play with

dolls instead of with tracks. > “My Field of Dreams” (page 77)
* “Sex, Lies, and Conversation” (page 407)

¢ “I Want a Wife” (page 505)

3. When Pollitt says, “A girl with a doll and a boy with a truck ‘explain’ why
[...] wives do housework and husbands just don’t understand” (12), is
she guilty of post boc reasoning? Explain.

4. Pollitt ends her essay with a one-senrence conclusion. Is this an effective
strategy, or should she have developed the paragraph further—for ex-
ample, by suggesting answers to the question she poses?

VOCABULARY PROJECTS

L. Define each of the following words as it is used in this selection.

robust (1) flouted (8) hierarchical (13)
cognitive (2) innate (10) determinist (13)
hoopla (2) chafe (12) inculcading (16)

2. Throughout this essay, Pollitt uses the word kids rather than children. Whar
different connotations do these two words have? Do you think she made
the right choice?







